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Located at Dagsworthy and the Bay, this small parcel serves as an environmental 
interpretation center and is open to the public.  Most inland bay ecosystem communities 
are readily observed at Sunset Park and multitudes of native flora and fauna conduct their 
niche in and around the restored park boundaries.  In the spring of 2007, the park was 
visited by a seal that spent several days resting on the sandy beach.  This spring has 
provided another inviting surprise, a nesting pair of Osprey (Pandion haliaetus).  Ospreys 
are birds of prey that migrate into the Mid-Atlantic region during the growing season to 
reproduce and feed on a multitude of fish species.  The proximity of the nesting pair 
provides a great opportunity for photography and education.  These birds are sensitive to 
human encroachment so please keep a distance while observing. 
 
Written by Todd Fritchman 

Envirotech Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

 

 

Spring Unity for Beauty Day 

 
Remember: Our spring Unity for Beauty Day is planned for Saturday, May 17.   
Help beautify the town and meet your Dewey Beach neighbors. Each volunteer will 
receive a special t-shirt commemorating the event and is invited to a happy hour at the 
Starboard at 5:00 p.m. to thank our volunteers.  The names of all volunteers will be listed 
on the Dewey Beach Civic League website along with some photos of the event. To 
volunteer, contact Diane Hanson at dianehanson@deweybeachcivicleague.org  
 

Dewey Beach’s Sunset Park 

receives its First Nesting Pair 

of Osprey 



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: I realize that most of you will receive this after the dedication but we hope 

you’ll stop by to see the park when you get a chance. 

 
 After years of planning and engineering, the Read Avenue Road’s Committee project is 
complete.  There will be a dedication ceremony on May 3, 2008 at 2:00 PM.  All are 
invited.  The park is being dedicated to the Monigle family who own the adjoining 
property on the bay.  The Monigle family was very instrumental in the early years of the 
town and started many commercial ventures.   
 
In order to remove the dangerous rocks and other debris that had been dumped at the end 
of Read Avenue, as well as improve drainage on the bayside of Read Avenue, the Roads 
Committee had to work closely with both DelDot and DNREC.  The cooperation between 
these agencies and the Town led to this successful project.  Besides the yearly assessment 
of the streets in Dewey, the Roads Committee’s next project will be Bayard Avenue at 
the bay.                    
 
Written by Peter Lucas, Roads Committee 

 

Recycling Comes to Dewey Beach 
Check it out.  Two pick ups per month for $6. 
http://www.delawarerecycles.com/shopsite/index.html  
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Good Fun and Good Eats This Summer in Dewey 
 

We are pleased that five new restaurants and two new coffee shops are coming to Dewey.  
One restaurant, Jimmy’s Grill will not open until 2009.  But the others are listed below 
with a little information to help you try them out and support our local businesses! 
 

Hammerheads 

Laid back and geared to locals is how the owner described his new restaurant, which 
plans to be open year round. Menu items include appetizers, soups and salads, burgers 
and sandwiches, and dinner entrees such as crab cakes, filet mignon, and fish entrees. 
Hours are 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. Target date for opening is mid-June.   

 

Nalu and Ponos 

Aloha! Your Hawaiian getaway is now as close as Dewey Beach, Delaware! Two new 
Hawaiian themed restaurants are now open on the corner of Coastal Highway and 
Dickinson Avenue in Dewey Beach, Delaware. 
 
First, welcome Nalu Hawaiian Surf Bar and Grille, which gets its name from the 
Hawaiian word for “wave.” Come enjoy the Polynesian décor including tiki bar, 
surfboards, 50-inch plasmas, and even an 11-foot tiger shark! Enjoy a mai-tai during the 
day while listening to live acoustical performances or attend one of our family style luaus 
once the sun goes down.  
 
Also, try Ponos Hawaiian Fine Dining right next door with our fiber-optic star ceiling, 
waterfall, and full wall mural leaving you feeling as if you are truly dining under the 
Hawaiian stars. Ponos being the Hawaiian word for “excellence” will surely live up to its 
name with our fine island cuisine 
 
Que Pasa?— Que Pasa? is now open at Ruddertowne serving lunch and dinner daily and 
featuring fresh seafood, quesadillas, and ceviche.  It is located in the former Sunnyside up 
space and has been redecorated in an authentic Mexican flair.  Next to the restaurant, in 
the shack that housed the arcade, will be the Que Pasa ? Cantina were you can enjoy 
dinner and cocktails in an open air cabaña with seating right in the sand by the bay.   
 

Three Coffee Shops to Choose From: 

In addition to BooksandCoffee, you now have a choice of two additional coffee shops: 
The Shop at 2808 Highway One, offers fresh homemade bagels, sandwiches, and pizza 
in addition to expressos, smoothies, and an added attractiton: surf clothing and supplies.  
Konoha Coffee in Izzy Plaza will be open rom 7:00 a.m. to  10 p.m., featuring hot and 
cold expresso drinks, smoothies, and pastries along with free wireless internet. 
 
 

Remember Town Meetings are now on Friday 
nights: Next town meeting is Friday, May 9 at 6:00 p.m.
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Reminder from the Town Building Official  
 

Building Permits are required for improvements to your property.  Call the Town's 
Building Official, Bill Mears, with any questions on whether a project or repair that you 
are planning needs a permit.  Also, any individual or company that is performing 
improvements, repairs, or additions to your property must have a State of Delaware and a 
Town of Dewey Beach Business License.  Cooperation regarding the above requirements 
is needed to ensure the health and safety of you and any guests on your property. 
 

Join the Litter Watch Patrol 
 
Are you tired of seeing our town littered with debris? Do something about it by becoming 
a member of the Litter Watch Patrol.  It’s easy—just call Diane Hanson at 302 858 8926 
to say which street you’d like to monitor. Then call the police if you notice anyone 
littering or an accumulation of litter. Letters will also be hand delivered to town 
businesses reminding them that they are to clean up the area around their business 
regularly. Help us clean up our town. 
 

 

Budget and Finance Update 
 

For countless years, Dewey Beach has consistently worried about, worked on and refined 
its budgetary process. This year, with the recommendation of the Budget and Finance 
Committee, the Town Commissioners instituted a new business and property rental 
license fee structure within the Town budget. This new license structure standardized the 
application of fees with a base fee and a universal occupancy charge for business and 
rental operations within Dewey Beach. Therefore, it will treat all the affected operations 
on a more justifiable basis.  
 
Also, after reviewing the first quarter 2008 revenues and seeing that there may be a trend 
in lower than expected income from State Transfer Taxes and our own building permits, 
the Commissioners have voted to raise parking permits, meters, fees and traffic related 
fines. Even as all of the other local municipalities had raised their property taxes and 
many other charges on numerous occasions over the previous years, none of the above 
mentioned items had been increased by Dewey Beach in more than ten years. With the 
present fees, the majority of the additional and necessary revenues will come directly 
from seasonal visitors who use the Town’s services, and not from the everyday property 
owners.  Since the Town incorporation in 1981, there has been only one year when Town 
revenues have not equaled or surpassed expenditures. For the well being of the Town and 
its property owners, we must always make sure that the positive balance continues. The 
Commissioners will be keeping a close watch on any and all additional areas of our 
yearly budget and will address any possible concerns as they arise. As always, it is our 
intent to keep a progressive, well rounded and balanced budget 
 
Written by Dale H. Cooke, Chair, Budget and Finance         
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Town-wide Rezoning Changes 
 
Why? The newly adopted 2007 Dewey Beach Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) 
requires a comprehensive review of current zoning code and suitable amendments to this 
code to facilitate implementation of the plan. In large part the CDP was built upon strong 
input from Town residents and property owners to protect the small beach town feel that 
is unique to Dewey (e.g., limit the proliferation of “McMansions” and retain the current 
“beachy” streetscape) while at the same time encouraging expansion of commercial 
operations into the shoulder seasons.  
 
Why should you care?  There are two ways in which your property might be affected by 
this rezoning. First, the CDP defines three new resort business districts, and redraws the 
zoning district boundaries between parts of the Town’s former NR-Neighborhood 
Residential, RR-Resort Residential and RB-Resort Business districts. So your property 
might now be located in a different zoning district. Second, in reviewing Town zoning 
code for the implementation of the CDP, the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
may be changing permitted uses and zoning standards (e.g., required setbacks, off-street 
parking and paving materials) within specific districts. None of these changes will affect 
existing uses or structures.  
 
What kinds of change might be expected? In the NR-Neighborhood Residential 
District it is likely that we will see changes in required setbacks for front-, side- and rear 
yards that will change where a building can be placed on a specific lot (but not its size), 
and new requirements to minimize the McMansion effect, including tiered front- and 
rear-yard setbacks for upper stories, a maximum floor-area ratio of 1.0 or less, and a two-
and-a-half story building limit in which flat roofs and roof-top decks will not be 
permitted. Off-street parking requirements will likely be increased to the residential-use 
parking requirement in the other districts.  
 
The major zoning changes being considered for the RR-Resort Residential District are 
targeted at reducing the propagation of overly-large single-family and multi-family 
buildings, including: tiered front- and rear-yard setbacks for upper stories, limitations on 
roof-top decks, reduced floor-area ratio, and reduction of the maximum permitted street 
frontage of multi-family residential structures (e.g., townhouse or condominium 
complex).   
 
The Town’s previous RB-Resort Business District is being divided into three distinct 
zoning districts. As per the CDP, dedicated residential use will only be permitted in the 
lowest commercial-use RB-3 District (bayside between McKinley and Bellevue 
Avenues.) It is likely zoning standards in the mid-level RB-2 district (bordering Coastal 
Highway) will remain similar to what is currently in place except for possible new 
requirements for tiered upper-story front setbacks and a maximum floor area ratio 
designed to minimize any canyon effect along Coastal Highway; those for the more 
residential RB-3 will be more stringent due to the extensive border shared with the RR 
district (e.g., tiered upper story setbacks, floor-area ratio and building frontage similar to 
those in the RR-Resort Residential District), while for the highest commercial-intensity 
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district RB-1 they could be relaxed (e.g., reduced upper story tiered setback requirements 
and increased floor area ratio from those for RB-3).  
 
What do you need to do now? Now is the time for you to get informed and to have your 
voice heard. Even if you have heard that P & Z has decided “this” or “that,” don’t drop 
out of the process. Up until now P & Z has been going through the code and seeing where 
and how it might update or amend the code in response to input received during the 2005-
2006 CDP development process. The hard work of finalizing district-specific zoning 
standards and writing appropriate zoning code will be ongoing during the next six 
months. Nothing at this point is cast in concrete. 
 
There are several ways to get informed. First and foremost, attend the upcoming P&Z 
meeting at 6:00pm on Friday June 6, at The Lifesaving Station on Dagsworthy Avenue. If 
you have internet access, check out the Town’s 2007 CDP and updated zoning maps, 
P&Z postings and agendas, and the new draft zoning code on the Town website 
(www.townofdeweybeach.com). If you have email access and so desire, you can be 
added to the Town’s Planning and Zoning email distribution list for P&Z updates by 
sending a request to the Town Manager Gordon Elliott 
(gordon@townofdeweybeach.com). If you don’t have Internet access, and wish copies of 
the CDP, or zoning maps, or P&Z materials please call Town Hall (302-227-6363) or 
toll-free at 1-877-227 6363 and request the information you need.  
 
Written by Harry Wilson, Chair, Planning and Zoning 

 

Youth Recreation 
 
From June through Labor Day, the Dewey Beach Patrol will offer youth recreation 
programs every evening from 5:15 to sunset (weather permitting) at Dagsworthy Avenue 
and the beach.  Early Adolescent: T-ball, whiffle ball, rubber horseshoes, beanbag and ring 
toss, tetherball and shuttlecock. For Teens: STX Lacrosse (complete with goals and stick, 
no contact), rubber footballs, soccer (complete with goals), basketball and volleyball. 

 

Rental License Forms Enclosed 
 
The rental license forms were sent in our December newsletter but are enclosed again for 
your convenience. 
 

From the Editor 
 
Special thanks to our contributors for this issue. Our goal is to improve communication 
with the property owners by publishing this newsletter four times per year.  I hope that 
you found the information helpful.  Please contact me directly with any comments or 
suggestions.  Email: dianehanson@townofdeweybeach.com or Phone: 302 858 8926. 

Diane Hanson 

Commissioner  
 


